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Aye No

P Mayor Whitmire

.... .... Council Members

P Peck

Jackson

P Kamin

P Evans-Shabazz

P Flickinger

P Thomas

P Huffman

P Castillo

P Martinez

P Pollard

P       Castex-Tatum

P Ramirez

P Davis

P Carter

Plummer

P Alcorn

Caption Adopted

Date: 6/17/2025

Captions Published in DAILY COURT REVIEW

Meeting 6/11/2025

absent due to being ill

absent on personal business
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CITY OF HOUSTON - CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Date: 

District C
Item Creation Date: 5/9/2025

HPW - 20UPA453 2323 Allen Parkway - MSD

Agenda Item#:

 

                               

Background:
In 2003, the Texas Legislature authorized the creation of Municipal Setting Designations (MSD), which designate an area in which the
use of contaminated groundwater is prohibited for use as potable water. The law is administered by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and requires local City support to designate an MSD. The intent of the legislation is to encourage
redevelopment of vacant or abandoned properties while protecting public health. On August 22, 2007, City Council approved an
ordinance amending Chapter 47 of the Code of Ordinances by adding Article XIII relating to groundwater, which provides a process to
support or not support an MSD application to the State (ordinance amended 7/14/2010).
 
AGA Khan Foundation U.S.A. (AKF-USA) Known as Imara Houston, Inc Application:  AKF-USA is seeking an MSD for 11.08
acres of land located at 2323 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019.  AKF-USA owns the property, with its local entity known as Imara
Houston, Inc. The site will be developed into the Ismaili Center Houston (ICH) consisting of an educational/cultural outreach building with
landscaped grounds and below-ground parking.
 
The site is in a high-rent district in downtown Houston and is surrounded by mixed-use, multi-family residential and commercial
properties, a cemetery, and a public park between it and Buffalo Bayou, the city’s major drainage feature.
 
In July 2021, the TCEQ conducted an Affected Property Assessment Report (APAR), resulting in a request for more soil sampling to
be conducted. In September 2021, Wild Associates conducted the requested work and submitted APAR Addendum #1. In October
2021, the TCEQ requested additional wells delineating off-site impacted groundwater. In June 2022, Wild Associates conducted the
requested work and submitted APAR Addendum #2. In July 2022, the TCEQ stated that the impacted groundwater plume had been
delineated. The TCEQ understands that the AKF-USA  intends to develop a Response Action Plan that addresses soils with
Contaminants of Concern above the Total-Soil-Combined Protective Concentration Levels using physical controls, and the
contaminated soils were excavated/removed by the applicant before construction. The APAR cannot be approved until the City of
Houston approves the MSD.
 
AGA Khan Foundation U.S.A. (AKF-USA) Known as Imara Houston, Inc. is seeking an MSD for this property to restrict access to
groundwater to protect the public against possible exposure to the contaminants. There is a public drinking water supply system that
meets state requirements that supplies or can provide drinking water to the MSD property and all properties within one-half mile of the
MSD property. A public meeting was held via Microsoft Teams on March 4, 2025, and a public hearing was held on April 7, 2025, during
the Quality of Life Council Committee. Both meetings are necessary steps before the City Council considers support.
 
Recommendation: It is recommended that City Council adopt an MSD ordinance prohibiting the use of designated groundwater at the AGA
Khan Foundation U.S.A. (AKF-USA) Known as Imara Houston, Inc. site located at 2323 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 and support
an issuance of an MSD by the TCEQ.
 

 
 
___________________________
Randall V. Macchi, JD
Director, Houston Public Works

Contact Information:
Name Service Line Contact No.
Roberto Medina,Assistant Director DO-HPW Council Liaison Office 832.395.2456
Maria Perez, HPW Agenda Coordinator DO-HPW Council Liaison Office 832.395.2282
Phillip Goodwin,Senior Assistant Director HPW Houston Water 832.395.3075

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
RCA Attachments 2022-165 Backup Material
MSD Acknowledgment Form 2022-165 Backup Material
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MAYOR’S REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY PASSAGE 

 
 
 
 
To the Honorable City Council of the City of Houston: 
 
 
 
 In accordance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 7 of the Charter of 

the City of Houston, I submit and introduce to you the ordinances set out in the 

attached agenda for the meeting of the City Council of the City of Houston on the 

10th and 11th day of JUNE 2025, with the request that all such ordinances, except 

for those ordinances making a grant of any franchise or special privilege, or requiring 

multiple readings under state law or the City Charter, be passed finally on the date 

of their introduction. Other than those items excepted, there exists a public 

emergency requiring final passage on the date of introduction, and I accordingly 

request that you pass the same if they meet with your approval. 

 
 
      _________________________________ 
DATE: JUNE 10, 2025   Mayor of the City of Houston 
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